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Meetings

You are all invited to JPNA meetings at 7pm Congregational Church of Jefferson Park, 5320 W. Giddings.
Upcoming Meetings:

July 29 2026

Free parking is available at the Hoyne drive-up Bank, Milwaukee & Giddings. Refreshments will be served.

QUESTION: WHAT COULD CREATE 2-8 TIMES THE AMOUNT OF RESIDENTIAL UNITS ON ANY BLOCK IN ILLINOIS AND NO MUNICIPAL
ELECTED OFFICIAL COULD DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT?

ANSWER: HB 5626, THE BUILD ACT, CREATED BY lllinois Governor JB PRITZKER.
By Colleen Murphy
If this bill became law, it would mandate that municipalities allow 2-8 dwellings on residential lots, depending on the lot size.

In Chicago, the size of the average city lot of a single family home is 3125 square feet. Most lots in Jefferson Park are of city average size. Lots in
the nearby Edgebrook neighborhood are an average of 4000-5000 square feet.

Information about HB5626 in this article is from the ilga.gov website, the official legislative website for the State of Illinois and it can be used to track
bills, look up laws and check schedules for House and Senate meetings.

The bill states any lot located in a residential zoning district that permits single family dwellings is (1) to allow up to 4 dwellings on lots between 2500
-5000 square feet; (2) to allow up to 6 dwellings on lots between 5000-7500 square feet; (3) to allow up to 8 dwellings on lots larger than 7500
square feet;

It also states all municipalities that permit single family dwellings are to permit accessory dwelling units without additional requirements for lot size,
setbacks, aesthetic requirements, frontage, space limitations or other controls beyond those required for single family dwelling units without
accessory dwelling units.

The bill also states a municipality shall not establish minimum parking requirements for affordable housing projects under the affordable
housing act, assisted living establishments, ground level non-residential spaces in mixed use buildings and buildings undergoing a change of use
from nonresidential to residential.

This would affect water capacity, sewer capacity (basement flooding), storm water planning, roads, parking (less parking), school capacity (more
overcrowding), and 911 resources (longer 911 response times).

The bill will incur additional expenses for municipalities, businesses and individuals. | hate to imagine how much this will increase property taxes
for individuals and businesses and, as a result, increase costs for rent and consumer expenses (groceries, gas, etc.).

Zoning determines what type of building can be built on a piece of land. If a property is up-zoned, it means more people or units can be put in the
same space. An example of up-zoning would be if a piece of land is zoned for single family homes and the zoning is changed to allow a 10
unit building. Changing zoning to allow less people or units in a space is called down zoning.

The Chicago Zoning Ordinance states some of the purposes of zoning are promoting the public health, safety and general welfare, preserving the
overall quality of life for residents and visitors and protecting the character of established residential neighborhoods.

Zoning changes in Chicago have to be approved by the local alderman and Chicago City Council. Had this bill became law, it would have
overridden the City of Chicago Municipal Zoning Code. A one size fits all approach for the entire state does not work for zoning issues.

If anyone is strongly in favor of HB5626, | would want to know if they would benefit, especially financially, if it became law.

The good news is The Build Act, HB 5626 didn’t pass. It was at the beginning of the process. That doesn’t mean that it won't be introduced in a
future legislative session. The next legislative session is in January 2027. | believe there it is highly likely this bill becomes law in the future, unless
we tell our State Representative and State Senators that we are against HB5626.

To find out who your State Representative and Senator are, do an online search of finding who my lllinois state representative and state senator by
address or use this link: https://www.elections.il.gov/electionoperations/districtlocator/districtofficialsearchbyaddress.aspx

Most, if not all, of Jefferson Park is represented by State Representative Lindsey La Pointe and State Senator Robert Martwick.
You can reach Rep La Pointe at info@replapointe.com or 773 647 1174.

You can reach Senator Martwick at info@senatormartwick.com or 773 286 1115.
It is important to contact your local State Representative and State Senator and let them know you are against The Build Act, HB 5626.
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6250 N. MILWAUKEE AVENUE & CHICAGO & (773) 774-0366
WWW.COLONIALFUNERAL.COM

*
copernicus
foundation

773-777-8898 x 103

(® info@copernicuscenter.org
copernicuscenter.org

CYCLE & FITNESS
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RUDYSBIKES.COM

Property Tax Appeals 26 Years
13 Years on Low, Flat Fee
which immediately triggered
1st Cease and Desist Order
We collected 3 over the years

No wrong doing found.
B Stars Google Yelp & Facebook
A+ BBB. No Contracts. No BS.

FARLAP & ASSOCIATES
Angelo Canchola - Owner

VENT LINE: 773-409-4405
Happy Customer Videos and DIRTY
LITTLE SECRETS OF YOLUR PROPERTY TAX
LAWYER AppealUnfairPropertyTax.com



Neighborhood
Activities
Board Game Day. Sec-

ond Tuesday of the
Month. 11am—12:30pm

Location: Eden UCC,
5051 W. Gunnison St.
60630

Fun fact, the
NorthWest Chicago
Historical Society
started as a committee
within the JPNA, called
the Jefferson Park
Historical Society. It
later spun off into its
own organization and
expanded its area to
become the
NorthWest Chicago
Historical Society.
nwchicagohistory.org

Looking for Life Insurance?
Chris Quigley SBCS, Principal

| QIG Jawaemmncecron

5936 N. Milwaukee Ave, Chicago, IL 60646
(O) 312-528-7844 ext 1
(C) 773-459-4158

Licensed in Arizona, lllinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin**

JPNA Board Members:

Colleen Murphy (President); William "Brian”
Wardman (Vice-President/Newsletter
Editor); Floyd Rueger (Secretary); Bruce
Herr (Treasurer); Gwynne Carlson; Steve
Neidenbach; Eva Skowronski; Peter Insley;
Alan Insley; Eleanor Maas

By Colleen Murphy

This year’'s Memorial Day gathering at the
Jefferson Park War Memorial featured three
speakers, Alderman Jim Gardiner,

Dale Tippett, a well known Vietnam Veteran
active in multiple veteran organizations and
Frank Suerth of the NorthWest Chicago His-
torical Society (NWCHS) The weather was
ideal and the thirty-minute event featured
beautiful singing by four members of the
Trinity Lutheran Church. We thank Floyd
Rueger for organizing this lovely event.

The memorial itself was erected in 1945
and is a granite pillar featuring a gold eagle
on top and bronze plates dedicated to veter-
ans of past wars and is a longtime landmark
on the traffic island at the intersection of Mil-
waukee and Higgins Avenues (near 5411 W
Higgins) that honors fallen veterans. This
memorial marks the exact spot where many
local residents took their oaths to join the
military during World War Il, as a draft
board office was located on Milwau-

kee Avenue at that time.

Correction: In our last
issue, Ralph Frese’
name was mis-spelled,
we regret the error.

Ralph Frese (1926-
2012) was a canoe
builder and canoeing
advocate as well as
blacksmith. Mr Frese
owned and operated
the Chicagoland Canoe
Base on the NW-side for
decades Ralph Frese
(Mr. Canoe) was a grad-
uate of nearby
Steinmetz High School.




JPNA members proudly carry
their banner at the Flag Day
Parade, the first parade in Jef-
ferson Park since 1976!
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COMPLETE OIL CHANGE CENTER Bee vl ;
Cocktail Lounge * Banquet Room
Pizza
7004 W. Higgins
5609 N. MILWAUKEE RICH * GLENN .
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Jimmy's Auto Care

ocomer's Towing: (847) 902-9407

6116 N. Elston Ave ’ Family Owned - 3rd Generation Ask for Larry or Ernie
Chicago, IL 60646
312-445-5760 6424 W. Higgins Ave.
MON - FRI: 8AM - 5 PM Chicago, IL 60656
SAT: 8AM - 1 PM For hours, directions and more, visit our website:

SUN: CLOSED www.ernieslocalautomotive.mechanicnet.com



