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Meetings

You are all invited to JPNA meetings at 7pm Congregational Church of Jefferson Park, 5320 W. Giddings.
January 29, February 26, March 26.

Free parking is available at the Hoyne drive-up Bank, Milwaukee & Giddings. Refreshments will be served.

Judiciary Independence Cornerstone of Democracy
Submitted by Sol

The independence of the judiciary is a cornerstone of democracy and the rule of law. Yet, this foundational
principle is jeopardized when judges align themselves with political parties. Judges should not be part of a
political party, as it undermines their impartiality, erodes public confidence, and weakens the separation of
powers that is essential for a balanced and fair government.

First and foremost, judicial impartiality is paramount. Judges are tasked with interpreting and applying the law
without bias or favoritism. Their decisions must be guided solely by the principles of justice and legal precedent,
not by the ideologies or agendas of a political organization. Membership in a political party creates a conflict of
interest, whether real or perceived. Even if a judge acts with the utmost integrity, their affiliation with a
political party can cast doubt on their objectivity. Litigants and the broader public may question whether the
Judge's rulings are influenced by partisan loyalties rather than the merits of the case.

Public confidence in the judiciary is another critical reason judges should remain politically neutral. The judicial
system derives much of its authority from the trust and respect of the people it serves. When judges are seen
as political actors, that trust is eroded. Citizens may view court decisions not as fair and reasoned outcomes but
as extensions of political maneuvering. This perception can lead to cynicism and disillusionment with the justice
system, undermining its legitimacy. A judiciary perceived as partisan fails to serve its fundamental purpose: to
act as an impartial arbiter of disputes and a guardian of constitutional rights.

Furthermore, political affiliations among judges threaten the separation of powers. In a healthy democracy, the
Judiciary operates independently from the legislative and executive branches of government. This independence
ensures that judges can check the powers of other branches without fear of retribution or bias. When judges
are members of political parties, their ability to function as impartial checks on government power is
compromised. They may feel pressure to align their decisions with the policies or preferences of their party,
diluting the judiciary's role as a neutral counterbalance.

Critics may arque that judges, like all citizens, have the right to freedom of association and political
participation. While this is true, judges voluntarily accept restrictions on certain liberties when they take on
their roles. This sacrifice is necessary to preserve the integrity and independence of the judiciary. Just as
Judges must avoid conflicts of interest in their personal and financial dealings, they must also refrain from
political affiliations that could compromise their impartiality.

In practice, many jurisdictions recognize the importance of judicial neutrality and have implemented rules
prohibiting judges from engaging in overt political activity. These rules are not an infringement on judges ' rights
but rather a safeguard for the justice system as a whole. By remaining apolitical, judges uphold the principles of
fairness, equality, and justice essential to democracy.

Judges role as impartial arbiters of the law demands independence from partisan influences. Maintaining this
independence ensures public confidence, protects the separation of powers, and upholds the rule of law. How can
we achieve this?
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16TH DISTRICT
CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT
5151 N. MILWAUKEE AVE
312-742-4480 (Main Line)
12-742-4521 (Community Policing)

Tips for Callers to Chicago's Emergency
Communications Center

Here are some tips that callers to 9-1-1 should keep in

mind when requesting emergency police, fire or

medical services:

e When placing a call to 9-1-1, if you encounter an
extended ring cycle, do not hang up and redial
unless the ring lasts more than a few minutes. You
will only delay your access to the Emergency
Communications Center.

o Inmost instances, calls will be answered before
the caller even hears a ring. However, under some
circumstances, heavy call volumes will occur and
extensive rings can happen. If all call takers are
busy, calls are held in the order in which they are
received and are distributed to call takers in that
order as soon as they become available.

e When providing information about an incident, be
as descriptive as possible. You will be asked to
give identifying information about any persons or
automobiles involved in the situation. The more
information you can provide, the more information
dispatchers will be able to relay to responding
police units.

e If you do not want your name given to responding

police units, be sure to inform the call taker.
There is a box that the call taker will activate so
that you will remain anonymous. The only way for
this to be deactivated is with your approval upon
contact by a supervisor.

* Calls for police service are dispatched on a
priority basis. Any situation that represents an
immediate threat to life, bodily injury or major
property damage or loss is a high-priority
dispatch. These calls are to be dispatched within
10 minutes.

e Incidents where there is no immediate threat to
life; no one was injured in the incident’ the
incident is not in progress, the offender is not in
the immediate area, and the incident does not
involve a major loss or damage of property are of

(Tips Continued)

* alower priority. These calls are to be dispatched
within one hour. If your call is not a high priority,
as defined above, you will be informed that a unit
will be sent when available.

» Use the police non-emergency number 3-1-1,
when a personal police response will not affect
the outcome of an incident. By using the non-
emergency number, you will help ensure the
availability of adeguate resources for emergency
situations.

o When calling for emergency medical services and
the nearest ambulance is more than 18 blocks
away, a fire engine or truck will be sent prior to
the arrival of the ambulance. Members of the
fire suppression company are all trained in basic
life support technigues and can administer
emergency care until the arrival of paramedics.

*  Ambulance service is provided only in real
emergencies — situations that cannot wait. Minor
illnesses and routine transfers to medical
facilities are referred to private ambulance
services. The City does charge a fee for
ambulance service,; however, no one will be denied
service because of inability to pay.

Continued from Page 1
To ensure elected judges remain independent of
political parties, implement nonpartisan judicial
elections, where candidates are listed without party
affiliations. Reform campaign finance to limit
reliance on political contributions, and prohibit
Judges from seeking or accepting party
endorsements. Adopt merit-based selection systems,
such as appointing judges through nonpartisan
commissions, followed by retention elections.
Educate voters on the judiciary's impartial role,
encouraging evaluation based on gualifications rather
than political alignment. Establish independent
oversight bodies to enforce nonpartisan rules, and
foster cultural recognition of the judiciary as a
neutral arbiter of justice. These steps protect
Judicial integrity and public trust. In a democratic
society, the judiciary must remain above politics,
serving as a beacon of fairness and justice for all.

(Information within this article was sourced from
multiple sites)

JPNA Board Members: Colleen Murphy (President); William "Brian” Wardman (Vice-President/Newsletter Editor); Floyd Rueger
(Secretary); Bruce Herr (Treasurer); Gwynne Carlson; Steve Neidenbach; Eva Skowronski; Peter Insley; Alan Insley; Eleanor Mass




Support Our Local Businesses. Mention this AD.

MEDICARE HEALTH PLANS
FOR YOUR BUDGET

Take advantage of my knowledge and over 15 years of experience
Schedule one-on-one appointment today.

Jimmy's Auto Care
6116 N. Eiston Ave
Chicago, IL 60646

312-445-5760

MON - FRI: 8AM - 5 PM
SAT: 8AM - 1

O1LIAL. AL NAQEMN
QUN. LLUOEW

FREE CONSULTATIONS

CALL 773 - 939 - 2020

MOWIMY PO POLSKU, HABLA ESPAROL

Not affiliated with or endorsed by the go or federal Medicare program.

Dignity® 6000 N. Milwaukee Ave
MEMORIAL

Chicago, IL 60646

O 773-774-4100

F 773-774-4392 LIGHTNING LUBE

www.malecandsonsfh.com
COMPLETE OIL CHANGE CENTER

5609 N. MILWAUKEE RICH + GLENN
CHICAGO, IL 60646 773-775-1611

lad T 1
Curtis H. Cwen
Chiropractic Physician

7008 W. Higgins

Chicago, IL 60656
(773) 783-2ETR
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DESIGNS FOR

www.elitetotalrehab.com

ERNIES

AUTOMOTIVE
EXCELLENCE

dreamtown| ﬂ«

THE FLEMING

['m here to help you!
BUY + SELL + INVEST

Referrals are appreciated
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‘oomer’s Towing: (847) 902-9407
Family Owned - 3rd Generation Ask for Larry or Ernie

6424 W. Higgins Ave.

Chicago, IL 60656 = '.?I
S i . NICK CASTRONOVA Scan For Info
For hours, directions and more, visit our website: 773.749.2091 E
www.ernieslocalautomotive.mechanicnet.com fleminggroupchicago.com . 7280 W Devon @




Support Our Local Businesses. Mention this AD.

This newsletter was printed right here at the

Colenial - %M”M ’ Blueprint Shops, your local, family owned printer!

FUNERAL ME S
We print everything from business cards to banners.

ﬂ/awﬁmw/mwwmmum~m@wmo5
Stop in or visit our website for your next print job.

8025 W. GOLF ROAD #- NILES ~ (847) 581-0536

6250 N. MILWAUKEE AVENUE & CHICAGO 4-0366 R
0 N POV 5130 N Elstone773-545-0308+blueprintshops.com

o StateFarm’

David A Wians, Agent

5870 N Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60646-5425
Bus 773-774-1500
david@davidwians.com
www.davidwians.com

Good Neighbor Agent since 1981

STEVE LEBDA  Bruna Bianca
ARIK LEBDA :b 2 .
tnos
C & AAUTO BODY CO,, INC. b Eilawant
i Work, & Painting Cocktail Lounge ® Banquet Room
Quality Since 1952 : Pizza _
Phone: (773) 775-6163 .
5349 Northwest Hwy. Fax: (773) 775-7643 7004 W. Higgins
Chicago, IL 60630 Email: lebda1@aol.com (773) 763-4077 Chicago, IL 60656
/. Men - Women - Children Chicago Canine Rescue
Group or Ptivate Lessons

5272 N. Elston Ave
Chicago, IL 60630

/4 ,
(Gen - Ki K arate & Kung Fu

MR. JERRY WEISS - 8th Degree Black Belt
Call for Information & FREE Trial Lesson
www.gen-ki.com

Phone: 773.697.8848

Email: inffo@chicagocaninerescue.org
Web: www.chicagocaninerescue.org

5756 N. Milwaukee Ave. o0 Y Y
Chicago, IL 60646 Adopt <a¢ Donate ¢ Foster ¢ Volunteer
773-774-8818



